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Year 9 Options 

A Quick Guide  

 
  

 
To make sure you are well informed  
• Read this booklet carefully 

 
• Attend options evening on Thursday 9th February 5.30pm-7.00pm 

 

 
Making Choices  

 
• Use tutor time wisely – your tutor will be going through the options 

booklet with you 
• Ask subject teachers for more information about the subjects you are 

interested in 
• Discuss with your parents/carers what you are thinking about putting down as 

preferences 
• Speak to Mr Hafernik about any concerns you have or for advice and guidance 

 
• DON’T just copy a friend 
• DON’T choose a subject because of the teacher (there’s no guarantee they’ll be 

teaching it next year!) 

 

 
IMPORTANT 
 
• Ensure that there is a parent/guardian signature on the form otherwise it will 

not be accepted. 
 

• Hand the form in on time - to your tutor on Friday 24th February  
 

PLEASE REMEMBER – all students will be expected to choose History, Geography or 
French and the choices will be open otherwise. 

 



 
 
 

Year 9 Options 

Key Stage 4 Curriculum  

Looking forward 
 

Welcome to your options. The choices you make will affect not just 
the next three years but your options after you leave school so you 
need to think carefully. 
This booklet is here to inform you about the choices you have. 
 
What do you have to study? 

At Key Stage 4 it is compulsory for all students to study English, 
Mathematics, Science, PE, PSHE, and RE. 
Every student will be expected to express a preference for History, Geography or French. You can, if you 
wish, choose more than one of these subjects in the 3 preferences section. 
3 further preferences with reserves need to be selected from column B in the table below.  
 
What you can select preferences for 
 
Column A Column B - Choose 3  preferences with 2 second choices 

 
 Art (cannot take Photography if doing this) 

Computer Science 
Design and Technology 
Drama 
Geography 
History 
Modern Foreign Language French  
Music  
PE 
Photography (cannot take Art if doing this) 
Religious Studies 

MfL – French  
 

History 

Geography 

 

 
Guide to Years 10 and 11: Choices Available 

We try to make sure that as many students as possible have their first preferences. However sometimes 
we cannot meet the option preferences because: 
 
The minimum class size is 15. If fewer than this number opts for an individual subject we may not 
be able to offer it. 

 
Some subjects become ‘over-subscribed’ which means that more people want to study the subject than 
there are places available.  



 
 
 

Year 9 Options 

Equipment List  

  
 
Why bring the right equipment? 
 
Bringing appropriate equipment to lessons is vital for a speedy and effective start. 
Simple organisation skills help to improve routine and learning time. 
 

Specialist equipment 
 

• Maths and Science - Students may require a calculator, compass and protractor. 
 

• Design Technology (Graphics, Product Design and Resistant Materials) and Art  - 
Students will require sets of drawing pencils, colouring pencils and fine liner 
pens. In Art a set of decent paintbrushes, acrylic and watercolour paints and an 
A2 plastic portfolio can make transporting and completing work at home much 
easier. 

 
• English – Students may choose to buy their own books, allowing them to 

annotate important points or ideas about the texts. 
 

• Drama – Comfortable clothing, highlighter pens for lines, and any props or 
costumes necessary for assessment pieces. 

 
• Modern Foreign Languages – A French dictionary is essential. Collins Easy 

         Learning Dictionary is recommended. Revision guides are not essential, but useful. 
 

• P.E. – Students will need their KS3 P.E kit, including football / rugby boots. 
Other specialist equipment will be provided. 

 
• Photography - Students will be expected to have their own camera and 

photography equipment.   
 

Basic Equipment 
 

• Pen 
• Pencil 
• Ruler 
• Rubber 
• Sharpener 
• Highlighter 



 
 
 



 
 
 

Core  
Subjects  

 



 
 
 

  



 
 
 

 
 

                                  Subject: English and English Literature  

Lead Teacher: Ms Kavanagh  

 
  

What can this course lead to?  
• A Levels and Degree Options in English Language and Literature or a combined course. For many post 

16 courses English Language is a key requirement. 
• Careers in publishing, the media are the most obvious routes from these courses. 
• Confidence in being able to communicate in a range of different ways to a range of different people is 

important through life. 

 

Support and provisions  
• BBC Bitesize provides opportunities to develop basis English Skills and support with particular areas 

requiring development. 
• TA support and interventions, both within and outside of the school day, are provided for all students. 

• The AQA exam boards offer links to past papers and mark schemes which students can use to support 

their own learning. 

Expectations of subject 
• An hour per week of either exam skills, reading of texts or research. 
• It is always useful to buy personal copies of texts studied to allow personal study to continue at home 

in preparation for the closed book exams. 
• You will be taking two exams for English and two exams for Literature at the end of the course. Mock 

examinations are a regular feature throughout the course to ensure confidence for the final 
assessment. 

Aims of the course 
• To improve reading, writing and speaking and listening skills. 

• Students learn to read and write an increasingly complex range of texts, exploring ways writers can 

appeal to them in a variety of ways. 

Why study this subject? 
• Studying both English and English Literature helps us to be able to communicate effectively with the 

information we are constantly bombarded with. From exploring different text types, to understanding 
our Literary Heritage and being able to decipher the latest events in the news, this subject 
encompasses it all. 

• Just as good English skills are required in all walks of life, they are required in all subject areas. 

Understanding of a range of texts, breaking down examination requirements and communicating 

effectively are all necessary skills across the full range of subjects. 



 
 
 

                        Subject: Maths  

Lead Teacher: Miss Stokes 

  Why study this subject? 

• During the course your teacher will input essential factual material usually in a way that involves you in 
discussion, debate and investigation. 

• You will be encouraged to ask yourself questions, to set yourself extra problems and to follow-up 
extensions that arise from work that you have done.  

• You will also be encouraged to take increasing responsibility for managing your own learning and 
assessment and to improve your communication skills in mathematics. 
 

Expectations of subject 

• The National Curriculum in Mathematics is assessed using four Attainment Targets; Ma1 = Using and 
Applying Mathematics, Ma2 = Number and Algebra, Ma3 = Shape, Space and Measures, Ma4 = Handling 
Data.  Lessons will be based around these key areas and taught in units. 

• Students complete a formal assessment at the end of each term on the topics taught during the year to 
that point. 

• Homework is set once a week, usually on mymaths and relates to the unit of work being studied.   
• We also encourage students to work on their areas of weakness at home, as well as honing in on their 

basic numeracy skills such as times tables, and maths in their everyday lives.  
• Students also sit an end of year assessment in the summer.  

 

Aims of the course 

• To develop the ability to reason logically; to classify; to generalise. 
• To be able to communicate mathematically with others in the world. 
• To develop confidence in mathematics. 
• To encourage students to develop a positive attitude towards mathematics. 
• To develop strong numeracy skills. 
• To accurately assess their own practise and close any gaps which arise, through communication and 

dialogue with the subject teacher.  

Support and provisions  
• The maths department have a range of exciting, interactive and engaging resources to be used in and out 

of lessons.  
• We have an excellent range of ICT equipment and resources to further enhance teaching and learning in 

maths 
• Various websites such as ‘TT rockstars’, ‘mymaths’ and ‘thinking blocks’ are used by staff and students to 

further progress and practise skills.  
• The maths workroom is used for small group work, as well as outdoor space and the hall. 

What can this course lead to?  

• Maths qualifications are an essential gateway to most further and higher education courses enabling 
students to choose exciting careers.  
 



 
 
 

                          Subject: Science 

Lead Teacher: Miss Brookes 

 

  
Why study this subject? 

• The course focuses on scientific explanations and models, and gives you an insight into how scientists 
help to develop our understanding of ourselves and the world we live in. 

• There are strong links with all subjects you will study, for example applying maths in physics lessons, 
using knowledge and understanding of plate tectonics from geography, understanding the development 
of scientific terms from other languages, using materials to create new products in design and 
technology, and using English to develop scientific writing skills. 

 

Aims of the course 
• The Science courses allow you to develop a wide range of skills including: Practical skills, applying 

concepts and solving problems, drawing conclusions based on evidence, literacy, numeracy and ICT skills, 
research skills and the ability to look critically at reports in the news about Science-related issues. 

• Students will studying a range of topics across Biology, Chemistry and Physics including the human body, 
ecology, chemical reactions, sustainable chemistry, electricity and forces. 

Expectations of subject 
• Homework will be set every week and will usually be practice exam questions, sometimes it might be a 

short research project.  Students should expect to spend an hour a week completing homework tasks. 
• In addition to the basic school equipment of pen, pencil and ruler, a calculator is required. 

 

What can this course lead to?  
• Students can progress on to Science A Level courses including Biology, Human Biology, Chemistry and 

Physics. 
• GCSE Sciences are highly regarded qualifications by colleges and employers, but they are essential for 

many careers not just traditional science related jobs, such as teaching.   
• Studying science allows students to work collaboratively and develop an enquiring mind. 

 

Support and provisions  
• Revision guides can be purchased from school, these should then be brought in to lessons. 
• In the local area we are lucky to have the following places of interest:  The Booth Museum, Drusillas and 

Herstmonceux. 
• The BBC website is very useful for general interest and the Bitesize pages are very helpful for revision:  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/science  and http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zrkw2hv 
• Our exam board website can be used to find past papers materials and mark schemes: www.aqa.org.uk  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/science
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zrkw2hv
http://www.aqa.org.uk/


 
 
 

                              Subject: Physical Education 

Lead Teacher: Mr Queen      

  
Why study this subject? 

• Physical Education forms a core part of the curriculum for students during Key Stage 4. 
Students will build upon their experiences from Key Stage 3, continuing to experience a 
range of physical activities and sports that will enhance skill level and physical fitness. 
The activities offered will be tailored to meet the needs of each student and will include 
the opportunity develop skills within new activities. Students will complete a health 
related exercise unit of work aimed at promoting lifelong participation. 

What can this course lead to?  
Students will complete schemes of work lasting six weeks in duration. Within each unit the 
students will cover the following elements:  

• Acquiring new skills related to each sport 
• Development of leadership skills within a range of roles 
• Self assess performance and identify an action plan for improvement 

Aims of the course 
• Acquire and develop skills, knowledge and understanding through a range of physical 

activities. 
• Increase understanding of the health benefits associated with physical activity. 
• Develop an interest in physical activity in preparation for leaving school and further 

education.  

Expectations of subject 
• Full PE Kit required for every lesson  
• Students are expected to take part in a range of activities to the best of their abilities 

 



 
 
 

Optional 
Subjects  

 



 
 
 

  



 
 
 

 
                                 Subject: Art 

Lead Teacher: Ms Christensen and Miss Murray  

  
Why study this subject? 

• This exciting course is for anyone who is interested in Art and Design – not just for those who think they 
‘can draw’. Although drawing skills are useful, they are not always essential. However those of you who 
are confident about drawing and making will be encouraged to push your skills to the limit. 

• This course is a good first step for anyone who likes the idea of a career as an illustrator, artist, designer, 
make-up artist or indeed anything which is creative and visual. 

 

Support and provisions  
• Bitesize GCSE Revision guide http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/art/aos/ 
• Art Club – Tuesdays 
• www.tate.org.uk/visit/tate-britain 
• www.tate.org.uk/visit/tate-modern 

 

Expectations of subject 
• Creative and exciting homework every two weeks 
• A range of equipment needed at home, including art pencils, paints and coloured pencils. 
• Art sketch books provided. 

What can this course lead to?  
• There are Sixth Form Art courses at all the Lewes and Brighton Sixth form colleges. There are many BTEC, 

Diploma and Degree courses covering all aspects of Art and Design.  GCSE Art is just a first step, but it 
could lead to a career as an: 

Artist – Illustrator – Graphic Designer – Florist – Make-up Artist – Photographer -  Fashion Designer – Potter – 
Hair Stylist – Set Designer -  Interior Designer – Teacher – Jewellery Designer – Cartoonist – Costume Maker 
and so on…     

Get the picture? 

Aims of the course 
• To develop your making and drawing skills. 
• To broaden your understanding of the world and how it looks. 
• To broaden your knowledge of how other artists and designers work. 
• To broaden your knowledge of other cultures. 
• To give you the opportunity to express yourself creatively. 
• To give you the confidence and skills to work independently. 
• To give you the confidence and skills to follow a career as an Artist or Designer. 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/art/aos/
http://www.tate.org.uk/visit/tate-britain
http://www.tate.org.uk/visit/tate-modern


 
 
 

                         Subject: Computer Science  

Lead Teacher:  Mr Ferdowsian 

 
 

  

Why study this subject? 

• Computer Science is one of the fastest growing disciplines in the world today. It touches every part of 
our lives and should you decide to take a GCSE in Computer Science you will have a qualification that will 
prepare you for a world in which technology is becoming increasingly important. 

• Computer Science teaches you how to think. It will develop advance problem solving skills which can be 
applied to almost any setting. 

• Computer Science will also enable you to understand how you can develop technology that will help 
shape our lives. You will be able to navigate through a changing technological landscape and be more 
successful at identifying opportunities that can impact you directly.  

• Future proof yourself by taking this course.  Not all job prospects are evident to us now, and this course 
will help prepare you for tomorrows’ world, today. 

Aims of the course 
Within the course you will be covering the following areas:  

• Computer systems – Systems Architecture, Memory, Storage, Wired and wireless networks, Network 
topologies, protocols and layers, System security, System software and Ethical, legal, cultural and 
environmental concerns 

• Computational thinking, algorithms and programming – Algorithms, Programming techniques, 
Producing robust programs, Computational logic, Translators and facilities of languages and Data 
representation 

• Programming project – Programming techniques, Analysis, Design, Development and Testing and 
conclusions 
 

What can this course lead to?  
• There are a wide variety of post 16 courses available linked to computer programming and ICT. 
•  These courses are offered at level 2 and 3 by Lewes, Eastbourne, Varndean and BHASVIC.  
• Computer programming and ICT skills are crucial life skills that influence work within the modern world. 

“Everyone should know how to program a computer, because it teaches you how to think!”  
- Steve Jobs Co-founder of Apple Inc 

  
Expectations of subject 

• An interest in computers and programming.  
• The course is classed as a Science subject 
• Access to ICT at home would be beneficial  
• Prepared to extended and challenge thinking outside of the box 

Support and provisions 

• Additional learning opportunities through attendance at after school club, visiting speakers. 
• Exploration of computing at home is positively encouraged  

 



 
 
 

   Subject: Design and Technology  

Lead Teacher: Mrs Halliburton  

  

What can this course lead to?  
• Design and Technology is a very broad course and is designed to provide students with a wide range of 

skills that would assist in any career path, including a varied range of Design course opportunities such as 
A Level to Degree Product Design, Engineering, Advertising, Graphic Design, Interior Design and Food 
Technology or Hospitality and Catering. It is also a perfect foundation for any trade based course such as 
Carpentry or Plumbing. Alternatively it gives students a critical awareness of the world around them. It 
also develops important ‘Independent Learning’ skills which are crucial for any career route that students 
decide to take and gives students confidence with practical skills that they will use in the future. 

Expectations of subject 
• Homework: Students are expected to carry out homework every week and this will normally involve 

completing or extending classwork, research tasks or putting together some design ideas in preparation 
for the lesson.  

• Equipment: All students are required to have basic drawing equipment including a pen, pencil, ruler, 
rubber and colouring pencils. Students are also encouraged where possible to invest in additional 
equipment such as fine liners. 
 

Aims of the course 
• The Design and Technology course as a whole gives students the opportunity to challenge themselves 

and actively engage in the processes of design to develop as independent and thoughtful learners. 
Students will learn in a fun and creative way how to make important design decisions, consider Social and 
Moral issues and the Environment, think about the needs of users, and combine skills with theory of the 
subject in order to design and make quality products. Communicating a design idea is very important, so 
students will build upon the important skills developed from KS3 in a variety of different ways. 

Why study this subject? 

• This course offers many exciting opportunities for creative students who have enjoyed KS3 Design and 
Technology and who would like to now be more experimental and push the boundaries of design within 
Product Design, Graphics and Food. This course would suit all students who enjoy designing and making 
actual 3D products as well as Models, and Prototypes and thinking about the marketing and display of 
products.  The course gives students the opportunity to develop a wide variety of both hand-drawn and 
hand manufacturing techniques (including opportunities to work with food), as well as building upon 
their CAD (Computer Aided Design) and CAM (Computer Aided Manufacture) skills. Design and 
Technology has close links with Science, Maths, Art and many other subjects. 

Support and provisions  
• Revision guides: In Year 9 students use the Design and Technology books used for GCSE subjects 

including the AQA Product Design, Resistant Materials and Graphics revision guides. 
• Design and Technology students are always encouraged to visit as many different galleries, exhibitions 

and museums as possible such as the Brighton Museum, Hove Museum and museums in London such as 
the V&A, the British Museum and the Science Museum. 
There are many useful websites available but www.technologystudent.com and 
www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/design/ are very useful and are used within lessons and 
encouraged as a fantastic resource for independent learning. 

http://www.technologystudent.com/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/design/


 
 
 

                          Subject: Drama  

Lead Teacher: Miss Pointing  

  

Expectations of subject 
• The students will be expected to keep a Drama Diary to record notes during rehearsal and evaluate 

techniques and performance 

• They will also be encouraged to watch and attend Live Productions in the local area and one trip to the 

West End in London will be organised so they can complete an evaluation of acting techniques from a 

Performance in the written exam. 

Support and provisions  
• aqa.org- revision and past papers  
• Live Production visits 

• drama@zigzageducation.co.uk 

What can this course lead to?  
• This GCSE is an excellent way into A level studies in Theatre Arts, Expressive Arts , Performing Arts and 

Musical Theatre courses- of which the South East area has an abundance of choices. 
• Candidates can look forward to a career in Theatre, Television, Media and Teaching.  More generally the 

ability to act and perform shows confidence, excellent communication skills and an ability to work under 
pressure.  

 

Aims of the course 
• Three interrelated activities characterise the subject of drama at all levels: making, performing and 

responding. 

• The course involves a combination of practical and written work. Various exercises and projects will 

develop your knowledge and skill in Improvisation, Scripted Performance, Theatre in Education and 

Devised Drama. The balance between the Practical Controlled Assessment task – 60% and the written 

examination - 40% and gives candidates the best opportunity to succeed. 

Why study this subject? 
• Candidates that choose the subject of drama as an option can develop an insight into and an 

understanding of a wide range of activities. Drama is an exciting, creative and challenging course and has 
been designed to help candidates succeed and reach those challenges. 

• Drama is an art form, a practical activity and an intellectual discipline. Through engagement in drama 
pupils apply their imaginations and draw upon their personal experiences. 

 



 
 
 

                      Subject: Geography  

Lead Teacher: Mr Fielding 

  Why study this subject?                                                                                                                    
Geography is a huge part of our lives. It’s a constant source of amazement; it’s ever changing, and it’s vital for 
managing our environment – from towns to natural hazards to ecosystems. From choosing our summer holidays 
to how and where to spend a gap year; to informing our shopping habits; to dramatic and heart breaking 
earthquakes and tsunamis, we are influenced by geography. No other subject is as regular a feature in the news: 
be it migration, planning for new housing, natural hazards or global warming, to name just a few issues. 

Aims of the course 
• In Year 9 students will complete a ‘foundation course’; in Years 10 and 11 students will follow the GCSE 

Geography course. The Foundation Course aims to build on the learning in Years 7 and 8, continuing to 
develop subject knowledge for the GCSE, and developing geographical skills that are important for 
completing the GCSE successfully – skills such as decision making exercises, research projects, fieldwork 
projects and map work skills. There will be a field trip to develop practical and analytical skills. 

• The GCSE enables students to understand world issues whilst developing lifelong skills. The course places 
great emphasis on the idea of sustainability – a central focus of governments around the world. However 
it also develops 

• The ability to organise, problem solve; interpret data, text, maps and images, and to write detailed 
reports justifying decisions - skills that are highly valued by employers. 

What can this course lead to?  
• GCSE Geography is an excellent foundation for progression to A level Geography, which sits well with 

both Science and Arts subjects. As Geography develops many transferable skills, this means a variety of 
degree options are available from Environmental Science, Development Studies to Architecture and Law. 

• Geographers experience some of the lowest rates of unemployment coming only behind Law and Sports 
Science compared to all other subjects.  

• Geographers work in such a wide range of job sectors and roles that it is true to say that there is no such 
thing as a Geography job, there are just a wide variety of jobs that would love to employ a geographer! 
Leisure services, sport and recreation management, social and youth work, surveying, transport services, banks, 
building societies, business, civil service, secretary/PA, police, army, health service, Civil engineering, meteorology, 
mining, navigation, photography, Business, bilingual secretary, overseas marketing, leisure and tourism, 
Agriculture, environmental health, estate management, nature conservation, Advertising, architecture, 
cartography, landscape design 

Expectations of subject 
• Regular, weekly homework and attendance to Period 6 
• Daily following of news websites/ programmes/ papers 
• Ability to write extended answers and learn case studies 

Support and provisions  
• www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geography/ 
• www.s-cool.co.uk/gcse/geography  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geography/
http://www.s-cool.co.uk/gcse/geography


 
 
 

        Subject: History  

Lead Teacher: Mr Wiggins  

  
Why study this subject? 

• To understand the future you have to understand the past.  History is about the people and 
events which have shaped the world in which we live today.  By studying the rise of Hitler, Cold 
War relations, Elizabethan England and the development of medicine, you will gain a broad 
range of historical knowledge that will help you to understand the complex times we live in. 

• History equips you with a wide range of skills which are transferable and valued by  
employers.  GCSE History is highly respected by parents, employers and further/ higher 
education. 
 

Aims of the course 
• To develop a secure knowledge of a range of historical people and events within the modern 

world. 
•  To use source material in a critical way. 
•  To understand how and why different interpretations develop. 
•  To develop literacy to a more sophisticated level. 
•  To develop an enquiring mind. 
• To instil a deep and lifelong passion for history. 

What can this course lead to?  
• History is recognised as a valuable qualification for a range of courses and careers 
• History can aid entry into careers such as teaching, journalism, politics and law 
• Many further and higher education courses contain elements of history so a grounding in 

historical skills is good preparation for any course 

  

Expectations of subject 
• Regular weekly homework 
• Analysis of source material 
• Ability to write sustained argument  

 

Support and provisions  
• As is it a new course, revision guides are being developed at present and students will be advised of 

suitable materials at the beginning of the course. 
• GCSE Bitesize 

 



 
 
 

                       Subject: Modern Foreign Language 
                      GCSE French  

Lead Teacher: Mr Smith  

  
Why study this subject? 

• This is a 3 GCSE year course in a very rewarding GCSE option with very high pass rates. 
• 2 years previous experience (French). 
• Language is communication, culture and competence. 
• Language is an Ebac subject and some universities insist on an MFL GCSE. 
• It is also an expectation in some universities and other higher education institutions. 

Aims of the course 
• Develop your ability to communicate in authentic daily French  
• Offer insights into the culture of French speaking countries 
• Develop awareness of the nature of language and language learning 
• Provide enjoyment and intellectual stimulation 
• Encourage positive attitudes to foreign language learning and to speakers of foreign languages and a 

sympathetic approach to other cultures and civilisations 
• Improve general learning skills e.g. organisation, memorisation, presentation 

What can this course lead to?  
• Anything! 
• Exciting work and travel and opportunities abroad. 
• Demonstration of an ability to embrace challenge and endeavour 
• The motivation, confidence and experience to learn other languages later on.  
• Modern foreign Languages at AS, A2 or Degree level. 
• Modern Languages for Business 

Expectations of subject 
• In order to enjoy an MFL GCSE, you need to be motivated and demonstrate a comprehensive end of Year 

8 language level in Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing. Final Assessment (100%) challenge with 
independent research and interactive ICT opportunities. 

Support and provisions  
• Language friendly sized classes to enable effective communication 
• French trip to Normandy during KS4 
• Revision guides 
• Penpal exchange with French School  
• Lunch time work club opportunities 
• Comprehensive ICT based support and programmes to motivate and support (eg. Doddle) 

 



 
 
 

                        Subject: Music  

Lead Teacher: Ms Bennett 

  Why study this subject? 
• Students that follow this course will have the opportunity to develop their musical skills, social skills, 

creativity, concentration, self-discipline and confidence enabling them to focus in depth on an interest 
that will enrich their life! 

• Music has links to a wide range of subjects. The music industry is worth over £3.5 billion to the UK 
economy. There are hundreds of interesting jobs within the music industry. This course could set you on 
a path to becoming a music journalist, a talent scout, a sound technician, a promoter, a music therapist, 
an entertainment lawyer, road crew, an instrument maker, social media and digital music manager, TV or 
radio broadcaster OR EVEN A PERFORMER OR SONGWRITER. 
 

Aims of the course 
• To develop your interest in music and your practical skills 
• To develop knowledge and understanding by applying your learning and skills in a work-related context. 
• To allow you to take responsibility for your own learning and to develop skills essential for the modern-

day workplace. These skills include: team working; working from a prescribed brief; working to 
deadlines; presenting information effectively; and accurately completing administrative tasks and 
processes. 
 

What can this course lead to?  
• Music can help you to enter initial employment, at a junior level, in such areas as music teaching, music 

publishing or music industry promotions. 
• Further vocational and academic qualifications: 

The achievement of the BTEC First Certificate level 2 has the equivalence of a GCSE graded A*-C. If you 
achieve an overall pass grade or better in the BTEC First Certificate in Music, it is possible for you to 
progress further to the BTEC First Diploma in Music, to move on to a higher level qualification such as a 
Level 3 BTEC National Certificate specialising in your preferred field. It may also be the first step towards a 
course in Performing Arts or Musical Theatre. 

Expectations of subject 
• There are four units of work: The Music Industry (external exam); Creation of a musical product (concert 

or CD); performance and composition 
• Music is a performing art and there is, therefore, an expectation that students are committed to 

developing instrumental and/or vocal skills with a view to performing. 
• Homework will take the form of on-going development of instrumental skills: participation in some 

extracurricular activities and musical events; some written assignments. 
• It is useful, but not essential, for students to have their own instrument to practise on at home. The 

music department is well-equipped with keyboards, drums, ukuleles and guitars so students have plenty 
of opportunity to practise at lunch and after school by arrangement. 
 

Support and provisions  
• ‘How to play…..’ YouTube videos and numerous other online resources 
• Independent visits to local music venues and larger scale concerts 

 



 
 
 

                          Subject: Photography – Lens and Light-based Media 

Lead Teacher: Ms Christensen and Miss Murray 

 
  

Why study this subject? 
If you are thinking of a creative pathway for your future career then this course may benefit you to gain some 
valuable skills. Photography is a creative journey through the process of lens- and light- based media.  This could 
include work created using film, video, digital imaging or light sensitive materials. 
 

Aims of the course 
The aim of this course is for students to: 

• Develop ideas through investigations, demonstrating a critical understanding of sources (AO1) 
• Refine work by exploring ideas, selecting and experimenting with appropriate media, materials, 

techniques and processes (AO2) 
• Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions as work progresses (AO3) 
• Present a personal and meaningful response that realises intentions and demonstrates understanding of 

visual language (AO4). 
 

What can this course lead to?  
• There are Sixth Form Art and photography courses at all the Lewes and Brighton Sixth Form colleges.  

There are many BTEC, Diploma and Degree courses covering all aspects of Art and Design: Photography.  
GCSE photography is just a first step, but it could lead to a career as a: 

 Photographer – Artist – Illustrator – Film Director – Animator – Graphic Designer – Fashion Designer – Set 
Designer – Teacher – Jewellery Designer – Cartoonist and so on ….. 

Expectations of subject 
Students will be expected to have their own camera and equipment.  Students must be motivated to work at 
home, in their spare time to find inspiration and capture their own photographs.  Students work is not limited to 
one area of student and students could develop work in at least one of the following areas of study: 

• Documentary Photography 
• Photo-journalism  
• Studio photography  
• Location photography  
• Installation  
• Moving image: film, video and animation  

Support and provisions  
• http://qualifications.pearson.com 
• http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/art/video/photography/ 
• http://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Art%20and%20Design/2016/teaching-and-

learning-materials/U443_Art_Design_A5_6pp_web.pdf 

 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=photography+icon&view=detailv2&&id=57506670ECC406CAF8BB3DC67651E443AC59DC31&selectedIndex=44&ccid=zK5TMWZl&simid=608018373281841568&thid=OIP.Mccae53316665f0b30e6723bbd6f52d5dH0
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=photography+icon&view=detailv2&&id=57506670ECC406CAF8BB3DC67651E443AC59DC31&selectedIndex=44&ccid=zK5TMWZl&simid=608018373281841568&thid=OIP.Mccae53316665f0b30e6723bbd6f52d5dH0
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=photography+icon&view=detailv2&&id=57506670ECC406CAF8BB3DC67651E443AC59DC31&selectedIndex=44&ccid=zK5TMWZl&simid=608018373281841568&thid=OIP.Mccae53316665f0b30e6723bbd6f52d5dH0
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=photography+icon&view=detailv2&&id=57506670ECC406CAF8BB3DC67651E443AC59DC31&selectedIndex=44&ccid=zK5TMWZl&simid=608018373281841568&thid=OIP.Mccae53316665f0b30e6723bbd6f52d5dH0
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=photography+icon&view=detailv2&&id=57506670ECC406CAF8BB3DC67651E443AC59DC31&selectedIndex=44&ccid=zK5TMWZl&simid=608018373281841568&thid=OIP.Mccae53316665f0b30e6723bbd6f52d5dH0
http://qualifications.pearson.com/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/art/video/photography/
http://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Art%20and%20Design/2016/teaching-and-learning-materials/U443_Art_Design_A5_6pp_web.pdf
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                          Subject: Physical Education   

Lead Teacher: Mr Queen 

  Why study this subject? 
• Students who have enjoyed physical education lessons throughout Key Stage 3 and like challenging 

themselves to improve should consider opting for this subject. The option is suitable for those students 
who excel practically and those who enjoy taking part in sport. During Year 9 students will continue to 
experience a range of practical activities and be introduced to the theoretical concepts of the subject.  
Students will be assessed with both written tests and their practical performance which will be judged 
against examination board assessment criteria in preparation for Years 10/11. 

Expectations of subject 
• Year 9 students will participate in a range of practical activities, developing skills and confidence.  

Students will also begin studying the theoretical content of the course both in a classroom and a 
practical environment, learning what fitness is and how training can improve it. 

• Year 10/11 students will follow a pathway that will allow them to achieve a recognised qualification.  The 
GCSE PE course will be assessed through 30% practical ability and 70% terminal examination. 

• Equipment and Participation.  All students are required to have full PE kit for both indoor and outdoor 
lessons.  Students will be expected to take part in all practical lessons whether inside or outside. 

Support and provisions  
• Revision guides and online resources will be available to support learning 
• Participation in after school activities and sport in the local community 
• As is it a new course, revision guides are being developed at present and students will be advised of 

suitable materials at the beginning of the course. 
 

What can this course lead to?  
Students can continue studies within sport by completing the following courses: 

• A1/A2 Level Physical Education or Sports Studies/Science courses 
• BTEC National in Sport (or equivalent) 
• Community Sports Leaders or Higher Sports Leaders Award 

These courses can then lead to university level qualifications in sports science, physiotherapy, sports coaching or 
sports marketing.  Alternatively they can lead to vocational careers in coaching, management or marketing. 

Aims of the course 
• To develop an understanding of what encourages us and allows us to take part in physical activity. This 

course looks at psychological (mind) and physiological (body) aspects affect performance in sport. 
• To increase knowledge of practical and theoretical concepts of PE for students wishing to study sports 

based course at College and University. 
• Prepare for careers in the sport, the sports industry or outdoor sector. 
• Be motivated through applied learning in a practical environment and assessment. 
• Acquire and develop skills, knowledge and understanding through a range of physical activities. 
• Increase understanding of the health benefits associated with physical activity. 



 
 
 

               Subject: Religious Studies   

Lead Teacher: Mr Punter  

  Why study this subject? 
• Because our society has become so multi-cultural, issues of religion are headline news. What people 

believe and how they behave has become a fascinating area for study and employers value a 
qualification in GCSE Religious Studies.  

• Religious Studies will teach you the life skills of analysis, open-mindedness, critical thinking, evaluation, 
cultural understanding and empathy. If you intend to work with or manage people in the future these 
dispositions and skills are required. 

• Additionally Religious Studies is about YOU – your beliefs and opinions on moral issues and the questions 
of Life. Only through knowing yourself can you begin to understand and respect others. 

• Religious Studies complements subjects such as History and Geography. 

Aims of the course 
• Is to promote the spiritual, moral, social, cultural and intellectual development of pupils by encouraging 

them to explore those aspects of human experience which raise fundamental questions about beliefs and 
values.  

• To encourage students to develop positive attitudes towards followers of other faiths and to understand 
that people express beliefs and ideas in a variety of ways. Religious concepts are related to the pupils' own 
personal and everyday experiences. The content builds on and develops what students learn in Year 8. 

Course Content 
• In Year 9, students will build up knowledge of how different religions (mainly Christianity, Islam and 

Buddhism) form their beliefs and attitudes and they will develop skills in effective group work, debating 
and discussion. 

• Students will begin to follow the AQA RS Syllabus and focus on an in-depth knowledge of two religions. 
• In addition students will study a range of topics including Crime and Punishment, Relationships and 

Families, Peace and Conflict and Human Rights throughout Years 9 to 11. 
• Those students who opt for the subject will sit two examinations papers in May of Year 11. 
• There is NO coursework.  

What can this course lead to?  
• There are two main ways of 'using' religious studies in the world of work:  

1) Careers where it is important or useful to have knowledge of what really matters to people:  Tourism, 
Health Care, Social Work, Child Care, Medicine, Psychologist, Customer Services.   
2) Careers which make good use of the research, investigatory and report writing techniques learned in 
studying religion and a knowledge of religious beliefs: Lawyers/Barristers, Medicine, Police Work 
(forensic), Psychology, Public Services, Management, Archaeology, Art, Conservation/Natural History, 
Teaching and Social Work. 
 

Expectations of subject 
• Homework is usually set once a week and students ideally spend between half an hour to one hour on it. 
 

Support and provisions  
• As is it a new course, revision guides are being developed at present and students will be advised of 

suitable materials at the beginning of the course. 
• There are many religious buildings in East Sussex of all different faiths that can be visited  to improve 

students’ knowledge and understanding 
• Useful websites: http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/rs/ or 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/religious-studies/gcse 
  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/rs/
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/religious‐studies/gcse
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